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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce 
 

• All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  Exam iners 

m ust  m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they 

m ark the last .  

• Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  

be rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than 

penalised for om issions.  

• Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  

according to their  percept ion of where the grade boundaries 

m ay lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark 

schem e should be used appropriately. 

• All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. 

Exam iners should always award full m arks if deserved, i.e. if 

the answer m atches the m ark schem e.  Exam iners should also 

be prepared to award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is 

not  worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e. 

• Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide 

the pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and 

exem plificat ion m ay be lim ited. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the 

m ark schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  

be consulted. 

• Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 

 



 

PART 1 :  The total m ark available for each of quest ions 1-8 is 20. Candidates 

answer four quest ions. The total m ark available for Part  1 as a whole is 80. 

 

PART 2 :  The total m ark achievable for each of quest ions 9-26 is 25. Candidates 

answer two quest ions. The total m ark available for Part  2 as a whole is 50. 

 

PART 1 :  BELI EFS AND VALUES 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

1 ( a)  

 

• Behaviour 

which is against  

the law of God 

• Breaking 

religious laws 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Wrongdoing 

• Exam ple of a 

sin  

 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers are likely to refer to at  least  three such ways as:  

following lifestyles which conserve energy resources, and they 

m ay give such exam ples as reducing energy consum pt ion or using 

public t ransport ;  taking part  in such act ivit ies as plant ing t rees, 

which prom ote the well-being of the planet ;  cam paigning for 

conservat ion locally, and urging local authorit ies to adopt  such 

environm entally fr iendly m easures as recycling;  joining 

nat ional/ internat ional organisat ions that  cam paign for 

conservat ion, such as Greenpeace or Fr iends of the Earth.   

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to explain that  j udgem ent  is about  God 

deciding hum an beings’ dest iny after they die, based on how well or 

badly they have behaved during their  lives on earth (and they m ay 

refer to specific teachings from  the religion(s)  studied) ;  that  God’s 

decision usually involves the issue of whether they should be 

rewarded or punished in their  future lives (whether they should be 

sent  to heaven or hell) ;  and that  those people who believe in divine 

judgem ent  will probably think seriously about  the spir itual/ m oral 

qualit y of their  lives, and part icular ly their  conduct  towards others, in 

order to be rewarded rather than punished. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  an y t h in g  ex ist s ap ar t  f r om  t h e 

p h y sica l  w o r ld .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  there are 

argum ents ( for exam ple, that  we can only be certain of the 

existence of things that  are accessible to our senses;  there is no 

conclusive evidence of the existence of the hum an soul) , which 

support  a physicalist  view of the universe, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

religious/ spir itual experience and certain philosophical views ( for 

exam ple, m ind-body dualism )  support  the belief that  things other 

than the physical world/ m at ter exist . 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to at  least  one nam ed religion 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

2 ( a)  

 

• (The belief 

that )  t im e has 

no beginning or 

end and/ or that  

the soul of 

hum an beings 

is reborn again 

and again. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Com ing back 

to life in 

another body 

• Rebirth 

• Reincarnat ion. 

 

 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(1)  

Answers which 

define a different  

key word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  two such teachings as:  hum an beings can cause injust ice in 

the world, if they disregard, or are ignorant  of, what  God has 

revealed to them  through Jesus and the prophets;  sin gives r ise to 

selfishness and greed in hum an beings, leading them  to t reat  

others unjust ly;  hum an beings have freewill,  but , as a result  of 

sin, often exercise it  in ways which disobey God’s law, result ing in 

injust ice.  

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

2 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  people should 

only be held responsible for act ions which they freely perform , but  

there can be no such thing as free will in a world created by an 

om niscient  God who has infallible foreknowledge of all hum an act ions;  

everything that  happens is predeterm ined and inevitable, so whatever 

will be, will be, and, as there is nothing hum an beings can do about  it ,  

there is no just ificat ion for holding them  responsible for act ions over 

which they have no ult im ate cont rol;  as hum an personality is shaped 

by physical, psychological or environm ental factors outside their  

cont rol, hum an beings cannot  be held responsible for act ions that  flow 

from  their  personality.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  an im als h av e an y  r ig h t s.  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  hum an 

beings, as the superior/ dom inant  species, have the r ight  to give 

pr ior ity to their  needs, and to t reat  anim als in any way they wish, 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  anim als, even if they are used to serve 

hum an needs, have certain basic r ights, while being the 

superior/ dom inant  species carr ies responsibilit ies ( for the well-

being of other liv ing things)  as well as r ights. 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to at  least  one nam ed religion 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral 

argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

3 ( a)  

 

• Being set  free 

from  the cycle 

of rebir th. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Not  being 

reborn again 

• Freedom . 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(1)  

Answers which 

define a different  

key word 

 

 

 

 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

3 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on I s lam ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

two such teachings as:   euthanasia is wrong, because all life is a 

gift  from  Allah, and therefore sacred;  it  is for Allah to decide the 

length of each person’s life,  and hum an beings m ust  not  interfere 

with his decision;  euthanasia is forbidden by the Qur’an, and those 

who are suffer ing m ust  endure the test  and seek Allah’s help. 

 

 Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according 

to the levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

3 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  those 

searching for life’s m eaning and purpose are probably looking for 

som ething m ore than their  everyday existence ( fam ily, fr iends, job)  

offers them , and belief in God/ religion m ay provide this;  hum an 

beings are conscious of their  own m ortalit y, and belief in God/ religion 

offers them  hope beyond physical death (and they m ay refer to 

specific religious teachings from  the religion(s)  studied) ;  religious 

teachings (and they m ay refer to exam ples)  address/ answer the 

fundam ental quest ions of life,  and enable people to m ake sense of it .  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

3 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h er e i s p len t y  o f  ev id en ce t h at  God  is 

b en ev o len t . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  there are 

religious teachings (and they m ay refer to exam ples)  that  God is 

benevolent / (all- )  loving, that  m any religious people believe that  

God has this at t r ibute, and that  they claim  to have experienced 

God’s love in their  own lives, for exam ple, through healing and 

answers to prayers (suggest ing plenty of evidence that  God is 

benevolent ) , w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  it  is difficult  to believe that  

God is benevolent , in view of the existence of evil and suffer ing in 

the world, while the explanat ions religious people give, as to why 

a benevolent  God should have created a world which contains evil 

and suffer ing, are unconvincing, unless they are prepared to 

accept  that  God is not  all-powerful/ did not  create the world from  

nothing (suggest ing lit t le/ am biguous/ no evidence that  God is 

benevolent ) . 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to at  least  one nam ed religion 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

4 ( a)  

 

• No being sure 

whether God 

exists.  

 

An y  

a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  

t h e ab ov e 

p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Uncertainty in 

religion. 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

 

 

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

4 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers are likely to refer to at  least  two such beliefs as:  

the atheist  view that  the universe just  exists, has no purpose, and 

there is no (all- )  loving God with a purpose for each individual 

hum an being/ soul;  the Buddhist  view that  speculat ion about  

ult im ate reality and the existence of God dist racts people from  

what  should be their  m ain concern which is ending suffer ing;  the 

polytheist ic view that  there are m any gods, responsible for 

different  aspects of life, rather than one all-powerful God, who 

created the universe from  nothing. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.    

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

4 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  som e people 

find it  hard/ im possible to understand why, if God is all-knowing, all-

powerful and all- loving (as m any religions teach) , he should have 

created a world in which hum an act ions cause suffer ing, when he 

m ust  have known (as an all-knowing God)  that  this would happen, 

and cannot  (as an all- loving God)  have willed it ;  som e people find it  

hard/ im possible to understand why, if God is all-knowing, all-powerful 

and all- loving (as m any religions teach) , he should allow hum an 

act ions to cont inue to cause suffer ing, when he m ust  be capable (as 

an all-powerful God)  of prevent ing it ,  and cannot  (as an all- loving 

God)  will that  they cont inue to do so;  som e people find the so-called 

freewill defence unconvincing, because if God is all- knowing, all-

powerful and all- loving (as m any religions teach) , he could have 

created hum an beings, who, though genuinely free and capable of 

causing suffer ing, would never in fact  ( choose to)  do so.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

4 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  r e l ig ion  st op s p eop le l i v in g  t h is l i f e  t o  

t h e f u l l .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  their 

focus on worship, perform ance of religious dut ies and 

preoccupat ion with life after death seem s to stop som e religious 

people from  m aking the m ost  of all that  this life has to offer, 

including having as their  pr ior ity m aking this world a bet ter place, 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that , for  religious people, their  belief in 

God/ m em bership of their  religion gives life a spir itual dim ension 

which non- religious people are unable to exper ience or 

understand, is  what  m akes life worthwhile, and is what  dr ives 

them  to m ake the well-being of others their  pr ior ity.  

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

5 ( a)  

 

• Being at t racted 

to people of the 

sam e gender 

• Being 

Gay/ Lesbian 

• Sam e sex 

at t ract ion 

• Men want ing 

m en as their 

sexual partners 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

 

(2)  

• Sexual 

at t ract ion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(1)  

Answers which 

define a different  

key word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

5 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Hin d u ism ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  two such teachings as:  m arr iage is the fulfilm ent  of a sacred 

duty (dharm a) ;  Hindus should m arry, and have children, at  the 

‘householder’ stage of their  lives, in order to perpetuate their  

fam ilies;  m arr iage involves a range of religious and social 

responsibilit ies, such as perform ing funeral r ites and caring for 

parents. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

5 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to explain how changes in society, in the 

status and role of wom en in society, and in relat ions between m en 

and wom en, have led/ are leading to changes in the roles of m en and 

wom en in the fam ily. They m ay refer to such changes as:  the 

increasing num ber of fam ilies in which, for financial and/ or career 

reasons, both partners work and share responsibilit y for childcare and 

housework;  the increasing num ber of fam ilies in which, due to 

preference or the abilit y to earn a higher incom e, t radit ional roles are 

exchanged, and the fem ale partner works while the m ale partner is 

the carer;  the increasing num ber of one-parent  fam ilies, in which an 

unm arr ied/ divorced wom an or m an has sole responsibilit y for the 

household, looks after the children, and m ay also have a full or  part -

t im e job;  the increasing num ber of sam e-sex/ civil partnerships, in 

which two m en or two wom en share responsibilit y for raising children 

and earning a liv ing;  the increasing num ber of m arr iage breakdowns, 

rem arr iages and reconst ituted fam ilies, as a result  of which m en and 

wom en m ay help to raise their  new partners’ children, as well as their  

own (although these m ay live with previous partners) . 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

5 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  r e l ig iou s ob j ect ion s t o  con t r acep t ion  

sh ou ld  b e ig n o r ed . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

cont racept ion is the only effect ive way to cont rol the size of 

fam ilies, which is im portant  for both individual fam ilies and 

society, and that  m any religious people accept  it ,  w i t h  t h e 

v iew ( s)  that  other religious people consider that  cont racept ion is 

cont rary to religious teaching (and they m ay refer to exam ples) , 

and therefore cannot  be accepted. 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

6 ( a)  

 

• Living together 

without  being 

m arr ied. 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Living 

together. 

 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

6 ( b )  

 

The quest ion asks for an out line of differ ing religious responses to 

childlessness, and Level 3 answers are likely to out line at  least  

two differ ing responses from  the three listed below:   

 

a)  som e religious people believe that  God decides whether or 

not  couples should have children, so, if they are childless, 

they m ust  accept  God’s will (and they m ay refer to specific 

teachings from  the religion(s)  studied) ;  

b)  som e religious people do not  regard fert ilit y t reatm ent  as 

flout ing God’s will,  but  have religious/ m oral object ions to 

m ost / certain types, or consider that  they should not  be 

used unt il they are equally available to r ich and poor;  

c)  som e religious people em brace fert ilit y t reatm ent , provided 

it  is consistent  with religious teachings, or, if they are 

desperate for children, even if it  is not .  

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

6 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  they regard 

m arr iage as a lifet im e union of two people, which should not  be ended 

(and they m ay refer to specific teachings from  the religion(s)  

studied) ;  they regard m arr iage as a gift  from  God, so both divorce 

and rem arr iage (unless a partner dies)  are against  God’s will;  som e 

religious people are against  rem arr iage because of the harm ful effects 

it  m ay have on the partners or children of the previous m arr iage(s) ;  

som e religious people are against  rem arr iage when it  involves a 

couple whose adultery caused the breakdown of their  previous 

m arr iage(s) . 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

6 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  r e l ig iou s p eop le sh ou ld  on ly  accep t  

h et er osex u al  r e la t ion sh ip s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  all 

religions encourage heterosexual m arr iage and procreat ion, while 

there are m any religious teachings which prohibit  non-

heterosexual sex as sinful (and they m ay refer to teachings from  

the religion(s)  studied) , so there are m any religious people who 

regard non-heterosexual sex as unacceptable, even if they 

acknowledge that  there those who cannot  help having hom osexual 

feelings, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  other religious people, while 

acknowledging that  non-heterosexual relat ionships fall short  of the 

religious ideal of heterosexual ones in the context  of m arr iage, 

accept  them , provided they are long- term  and m onogam ous. 

  

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

7 ( a)  

 

• Any t w o  such 

exam ples as:  

believing either 

m en or wom en 

are 

intellectually 

superior;  

favouring either 

m en or wom en 

for em ploym ent  

opportunit ies. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Any on e  such 

exam ple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

7 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers m ay describe an internat ional/ nat ional exam ple 

or one involving local religious com m unit ies. There is a wide range 

of possibilit ies:  different  com m unit ies sharing places/ acts of 

worship;  com bining to support  internat ional/ nat ional/ local 

init iat ives to develop m utual understanding and bring people of 

different  faiths together;  j oint  act ion in support  of social 

init iat ives, based on com m on ethical values;  support  for 

m em bership of m ult i- faith organisat ions. Answers m ay refer to 

exam ples from  candidates’ own experience;  exam ples they would 

like to see put  into pract ice;  inter-denom inat ional relat ionships. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge  

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

7 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to explain three exam ples of how religious 

people can work to overcom e prejudice and discr im inat ion, such as:  

they can ensure that  people within and outside their religion are 

aware of its teachings against  prejudice and discr im inat ion (and they 

m ay refer to specific teachings from  the religion(s)  studied) ;  they can 

encourage their  religious organisat ion and/ or local religious 

com m unity to support  cam paigns against  prejudice and discr im inat ion 

(and they m ay give exam ples) ,  to raise public awareness of the 

issues;  they can support  cam paigns against  prejudice and 

discr im inat ion at  local, nat ional and/ or internat ional level (and they 

m ay give exam ples) ;  they can condem n any instances of prejudice or 

discr im inat ion they com e across in their  own lives, for exam ple, in 

their  workplace or clubs/ societ ies to which they belong, and thus help 

to change at t itudes. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

7 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  f r eed om  o f  r e l ig ion  i s t h e m ost  

im p or t an t  h u m an  r ig h t .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that , for 

m any religious people, it  will be, because of the fundam ental 

im portance of their  religious beliefs and values to their  whole way 

of life (and they m ay refer to exam ples) , w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

other hum an r ights, such as freedom  of speech, are equally 

im portant ,  and that  ensuring the full range of hum an r ights is 

essent ial in a dem ocrat ic society. 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to at  least  on e nam ed religion 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

8 ( a)  

 

• The r ight  to be 

free, and to be 

able to go 

about  one’s 

lawful business 

without  

interference or 

rest r ict ion 

• The r ight  to 

freedom  

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Being free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  i s 

accep t ab le. 

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

8 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ju d aism ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

two such teachings as:  the poor are not  to be oppressed, but  

t reated with respect :  ‘you shall not  harden your heart  or shut  your 

hand against  your poor brother’ (Deut .  15: 7) ;  Jews are required 

to give a tenth of their  wealth to the poor;  giving to the poor is a 

religious duty, which helps to prevent  people becom ing so 

preoccupied with wealth as to forget  the Alm ighty.    

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

8 ( c)  

 

The quest ion asks for an explanat ion of differ ing non- religious 

views about  the status and role of wom en in society, and Level 4 

answers are likely to explain two differ ing views from  three listed 

below:  
 

(a)  som e/ the m ajor ity of non- religious people believe that  

wom en should have equal status with m en, and support  

equal pay/ equal opportunit ies/ sex discr im inat ion legislat ion, 

which give(s)  wom en equal access to jobs and services, 

because they believe that  gender differences are not  

significant  in relat ion to wom en’s intellectual abilit ies or 

capacity for em ploym ent , and should not  m ean that  looking 

after the hom e/ br inging up children is wom en’s m ain role in 

society;  

(b)  som e non- religious people, although they believe that  

wom en should have equal status with m en, and equal 

access to j obs and services, as there are no significant  

differences in their  intellectual abilit ies or capacity for 

em ploym ent , believe that  gender differences m ake wom en 

bet ter carers, so after they m arry/  becom e involved in a 

relat ionship, wom en should accept  that  looking after the 

hom e/ bringing up children will be their  m ain, if not  their  

only, role in society;  

(c)  som e non- religious people believe that  wom en should not  

have equal status with m en in society, because they believe 

that  gender differences are significant  in relat ion to 

wom en’s intellectual abilit ies or capacity for em ploym ent , so 

wom en should have a subordinate role to m en in society, 

and accept  that  looking after the hom e/ bringing up children 

will be their  only occupat ion.  
 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 
 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

8 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  r e l ig iou s p eop le h av e a d u t y  t o  

p r osely t i se. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  religious 

people, who hold that  the teachings of their  religion are t rue, m ay 

well believe that  their  religion requires them  to t ry to convert  

those who do not  belong to it ,  for their  own good, while it  can be 

argued that  society gains from  the presence of m ore religious 

people, who will be responsible and law-abiding cit izens, w i t h  t h e 

v iew ( s)  that , part icular ly in m ult i- faith/ m ult i- cultural societ ies, 

religious people should respect  those with different  religious 

beliefs or none, and avoid the possibilit y of offending them  by 

at tem pts at  conversion, unless they have expressed an interest  in 

the religion concerned. 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

PART 2 :  THE RELI GI OUS COMMUNI TY 

 

BUDDHI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

9 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  three such events as:  

the dream  Mayadevi had before the bir th of the Buddha 

(Gautam a) ;  the child being born from  her r ight  side and 

im m ediately taking seven steps towards each of the four points of 

the com pass;  the baby being surrounded by light ;  the visit  of 

Asita and the thir ty- two m arks;  the four angels receiving the baby 

in a golden net .  

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

9 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  this was the 

first  occasion on which the Buddha was exposed to such hardships 

and realit ies of life as old age, sickness and death;  the experience of 

the first  three sights ( the old m an, the sick m an and the dead m an)  

m ade him  realise the t rue nature of existence, which always involves 

suffer ing, and started the process which led to his enlightenm ent ;  the 

fourth sight  of the m onk m ade him  appreciate the opportunit ies that  

the life of a holy m an would give him  for finding a solut ion to the 

problem  of suffer ing. 

  

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

9 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  h u m an  ex ist en ce is a l l  ab ou t  

su f f er in g . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that , for 

m any people, part icular ly those who live in affluent , western 

societ ies, hum an existence is not  all about  suffer ing, and, even 

when it  is encountered, it  is seen as a challenge to be m et , not  the 

defining character ist ic of life, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  suffer ing 

(physical and m ental)  is an undeniable fact  of all existence;  that  

all religions t ry to explain its presence in the world and help their  

followers to cope with it ;  and that  Buddhist  teachings specifically 

address the suffer ing that  ar ises from  ignorance of/ refusal to 

recognise the t rue nature of things (and they m ay refer to 

exam ples from  Buddhist  teachings) . 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Bu d d h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 0 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  two such ways as:  

they can apply the first  precept  by adopt ing a vegetarian diet ;  

they can apply the second and fourth precepts by being st r ict ly 

fair  and honest  in their  dealings with other people;  they can apply 

the third precept  by being faithful to their  partner/ husband/ wife;  

they can apply the fifth precept  by abstaining from  drink or drugs.        

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 0 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  they are rules 

and procedures which help to ensure harm onious relat ionships 

between the m onks them selves, and between the m onks and lay 

people, on whom  they depend for m aterial support ;  they are based on 

rules laid down by the Buddha, after he established the Sangha, to 

deal with issues of conduct  as they arose and   prevent  future 

occurrences, and so are backed by his authorit y;  they reflect  an 

im portant  aspect  of the Buddha’s teaching, which st resses the close 

relat ionship between doct r ine (dham m a)  and discipline (vinaya) ;  they 

provide the basis for the teaching and exam ple given by the m onks, 

and dem onst rate that  the roots of happiness com e from  inner peace 

and calm . 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 0 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e  Fiv e Pr ecep t s can  on ly  b e p r act i sed  b y  t

w h o  d ev o t e t h e i r  l i v es t o  r e l ig ion . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  those 

who choose to follow the Five Precepts accept  a st r ict  ethical code, 

involving very high standards of behaviour towards others, and 

that  doing so consistent ly m ay require the kind of determ inat ion 

that  only religiously com m it ted people, such as m onks, have, 

part icular ly if lapses ( for exam ple, in relat ion to alcohol or sexual 

prom iscuity)  are to be resisted, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  m any 

people who have not  devoted their  lives to religion regard at  least  

som e of the precepts ( in part icular, not  killing other hum an beings 

or stealing)  as rules that  should be followed in any civilised 

society, while society gains from  the fact  that  quite a few of it s 

m em bers also ( t ry to)  follow the other precepts (and they m ay 

refer to such exam ples as not  killing anim als, lying or being 

unchaste) .     

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Bu d d h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 1 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  three such uses as:  it  

is a place of prayer, where Buddhists can focus on the path to 

enlightenm ent ;  it  is the focus for fest ivals in the com m unity, such 

as Wesak;  it  is a place of confession and m editat ion;  it  is a place 

where children can be educated. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 1 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  it  is the place 

where ( in the deer park)  the Buddha preached his first  serm on, in 

which he explained the Middle Way to his disciples, and set  the Wheel 

of Dham m a ( the Buddha’s teachings through t im e)  in m ot ion;  it  is one 

of the Four Holy Sites, associated with the four m ost  im portant  events 

in the life of the Buddha (his bir th (Lum bini) , enlightenm ent  

(Bodhgaya) , first  serm on (Sarnath)  and death (Kushinagar) , which 

are sacred sites for Buddhists and their  m ost  im portant  places of 

pilgr im age;  it  contains m any im portant  Buddhist  m onum ents, such as 

the Dham eka Stupa (m arking the site of the first  serm on)  and the 

Chaukhandi Stupa (where the Buddha m et  his five disciples)  and the 

Mulagandhakut i Vihara (believed to contain relics of the Buddha) . 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 1 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  p i lg r im ag e is an  essen t ia l  p ar t  o f  r e l ig iou s l

Bu d d h ist s. 

  

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  m any 

Buddhists, especially lay people, visit  such places as Bodh Gaya and 

Sarnath, and believe they acquire m erit / progress towards 

enlightenm ent  by visit ing key places in the life of the Buddha, w i t h  

t h e v iew  t h at ,  pilgr im age is an external r itual,  not  encouraged by 

the Buddha, which diverts at tent ion from  the real quest  of the 

Buddhist  life, which lies within the devotee, m ainly through m editat ion 

and the pract ice of com passion. 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3 answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to another 

point  of view, and refer to Bu d d h ism .  

 

To go beyond Level 4 answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

CHRI STI ANI TY 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 2 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  two such teachings 

as:  Jesus’ disciples are expected to take up their cross, and to be 

prepared to undergo the sam e hardship and suffer ing that  he did;  

they m ust  be willing to renounce sin and be born again;  they m ust  

be prepared to give up seem ingly im portant  worldly things, in 

order to put  others first .  

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 2 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  the bapt ism  of 

Jesus confirm s Jesus’ status as the Son of God/ Messiah, who has been 

sent  by the Father, and dem onst rates that  Christ ians’ faith in him  as 

saviour is j ust ified;  it  m arks the beginning of Jesus’ m inist ry of 

preaching, teaching and healing, with its offer of salvat ion to all who 

repent  and accept  the good news of God’s Kingdom ;  it  shows the 

hum ilit y of Jesus in allowing John to bapt ise him , and his courage in 

accept ing his vocat ion, with all it s hardships and suffer ing, thus 

indicat ing the qualit ies Christ ians need to develop to becom e t rue 

disciples.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 2 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Ch r ist ian  d iscip lesh ip  i s a l l  ab ou t  

u n q u est ion in g  f a i t h  an d  ob ed ien ce. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that , as in 

Christ ianity, religious discipleship involves accept ing teachings 

about  God and God’s purpose for hum an beings, for which there is 

lit t le or no em pir ical evidence, while religious leaders, such as 

Jesus, expect  their  disciples to undergo hardship and suffer ing, 

and to abide by a st r ict  ethical code, suggest ing unquest ioning 

faith and obedience, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that , as in the case of 

Jesus’ disciples, there m ay be (som e)  doubts, suggest ing init ial 

quest ioning, but  this is followed by com plete t rust  in the religious 

leader and what  he prom ises;  faith opens the eyes of those who 

becom e disciples to religious t ruths, which are not  accessible to 

those who rely exclusively on em pir ical evidence;  obedience is an 

essent ial part  of religious discipleship, which is just ified by the 

way discipleship t ransform s lives and offers the hope of future life. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Ch r ist ian i t y .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 3 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  three such ways as:  

they say prayers and fast  during advent , in order to prepare 

them selves for Christm as;  nat ivity scenes are set  up in 

churches/ places of worship, and changed to reflect  the unfolding 

of the nat ivity story (e.g., the visit  by the wise m en) ;  m oney is 

raised for charit y, to reflect  Christ ian grat itude for the bir th of the 

saviour;  carol services are held during the period before 

Christm as, so that  Christ ians can rejoice at  the good news of 

Jesus’ bir th;  Christ ingle services are held to celebrate Jesus as the 

Light  of the World;  there are m idnight  com m union/ m ass services 

to m ark the beginning of Christm as Day and services during 

Christm as Day.  

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 3 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  it  is a 

sacram ent , inst ituted by Jesus at  the Last  Supper, and he inst ructed 

his followers to cont inue to celebrate it :  ‘Do this in rem em brance of 

m e’ (Luke 22: 19) ;  it  com m em orates Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and 

his resurrect ion, which offer hope to Christ ians;  it  unites the 

congregat ion with God, and brings its m em bers together in fellowship;  

for Protestant  Christ ians, the Com m union service enables them  to 

rem em ber, and to give thanks for the fact , that  Jesus died for them ;  

for Rom an Catholic Christ ians, the consecrated bread and wine 

becom e, during the Mass, in substance (but  not  appearance)  the body 

and blood of Jesus ( t ransubstant iat ion) . 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 3 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Ch r ist m as sh ou ld  b e a  p u r e ly  r e l ig iou s ce le

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

Christm as, which m arks the bir th of the person they regard 

as the Son of God and redeem er of the world, is a very 

im portant  religious fest ival for  Christ ians, that  the self-

indulgence and com m ercialism  that  accom pany its 

celebrat ion dist ract  people from  the Christ ian m essage, and 

that , in count r ies with a Christ ian t radit ion, even those who 

are not  pract ising Christ ians should show m ore respect  for 

the religion on which their  society’s values are based, w i t h  

t h e v iew ( s)  that  there is nothing wrong with people 

celebrat ing Christm as as a secular event , which anyway 

reflects its pagan origins as a m id-winter fest ival;  there is 

no reason why the self- indulgence and com m ercialism , 

however distasteful, should prevent  Christ ians from  giving 

thanks for the bir th of their  saviour and proclaim ing the 

Gospel m essage;  the m oney spent  on celebrat ing Christm as 

boosts the econom y in m any count r ies and provides 

em ploym ent . 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Ch r ist ian i t y .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 
  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 4 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to descr ibe two such act ivit ies as:  

walking in procession along the Via Dolorosa, the route that  Jesus 

took from  his t r ial before Pilate to the place where he was 

crucified;  visit ing the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, regarded as 

the holiest  Christ ian site in the world, as it  is claim ed to include 

the sites of both Calvary (where Jesus was crucified)  and the tom b 

where he was buried;  visit ing the Garden Tom b, outside the City 

walls, which m any Protestants believe to be the actual site of 

Jesus’ burial;  visit ing the Garden of Gethsem ane, where Jesus 

prayed and was arrested. 

  

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 4 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers will take the place of worship of any one Christ ian 

denom inat ion, which m ust  be n am ed ,  and then explain how at  least  

three features of its internal design are significant  as sym bols of 

Christ ian belief and pract ice.  

 

For exam ple, answers about  an Anglican/ Church of England place of 

worship m ay explain such features as:  

(a)  a stone/ wooden (high)  altar, at  the east  end of the church 

(chancel) , before which confirm ed m em bers of the church 

kneel/ have knelt  to receive the bread and wine at  Holy 

Com m union/ the Eucharist ,  the cent ral act  of Anglican worship, 

sym bolising it s status as a holy sacram ent ;  

(b)  a nave altar, probably dat ing from  the 1970s or 1980s, used for 

Sunday worship/ fam ily com m union, and which enables 

worshippers to focus on Holy Com m union/ the Eucharist  as a 

com m unal m eal, sym bolising Jesus’ Last  Supper with his 

disciples;  

(c)  a stone or wooden pulpit ,  at  the east  end of the nave/ t ransepts, 

from  which the vicar/ m em ber of clergy delivers a serm on, 

sym bolising the responsibilit y of Christ ian leaders to preach 

God’s word and inst ruct  m em bers of their  congregat ion in how 

to lead a Christ ian life;  

(d)  a wooden or brass lectern (perhaps in the shape of an eagle) , 

at  the east  end of the nave/ t ransepts, from  which lessons from  

the Old and New Testam ents are read to the congregat ion, 

sym bolising belief in the Bible as the revealed word of God and 

the im portance of hearing its m essage;   

(e)  a stone font , near the door of the church, in which, following 

the bapt ism  of Jesus by John the Bapt ist ,  infants are bapt ised 

with water, to m ark their becom ing m em bers of the Church.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, or which do not  refer to 

a n am ed  Ch r ist ian  d en om in at ion ,  will not  go beyond Level 1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 
  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 4 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Ch r ist i an  com m u n i t ies sh ou ld  w ast e 

t h e i r  m on ey  on  ex p en siv e ch u r ch  b u i ld in g s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  Christ ian 

com m unit ies should follow the exam ple of Jesus, and use any 

resources they have to help the poor/ for charitable work, because 

the quality of their  com m unity life will depend on how faithfully 

m em bers follow the Gospel, and that  services and other act ivit ies 

would st ill take place, even without  a place of worship, w i t h  t h e 

v iew ( s)  that , although Christ ian com m unit ies should help the 

poor/ support  charit ies, their  church is the cent re of a Christ ian 

com m unity’s life, as it  is where worship and other act ivit ies, such 

as Sunday school and social funct ions, take place, m aking it  hard 

to do without . 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Ch r ist ian i t y .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

HI NDUI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 5 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  two such teachings 

as:  God is present  in every religion, and no one religion, at  a 

part icular period of history, has a m onopoly of religious t ruth;  all 

religions reveal different  aspects of God/ religious t ruth, to m eet  

the different  needs of different  hum an beings;  Hindus and the 

followers of other religions should set  aside religious intolerance, 

and work together harm oniously to achieve their  com m on 

object ive of deeper awareness of/ com m union with God.  

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 5 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  Ram anuja 

regarded devot ional worship (bhakt i)  as m ore im portant  than ascet ic 

m editat ion, and focused on God as a personal deity for Hindus, rather 

than as a distant , im passive figure;  he st ressed the separat ion of the 

soul from  God, and argued that  the aim  of salvat ion is to achieve 

unificat ion of the two;  he described Vishnu as a caring and m erciful 

god, reflect ing Krishna’s conversat ion with Arjuna, thus m aking the 

Hindu gods m ore accessible for ordinary Hindus.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 5 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  on ly  t h e t each in g s o f  on e r e l ig ion  can  

b e t r u e. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  all 

religions teach that  there is an ult im ate reality, t ranscending the 

ordinary world, which is accessible only to those who are aware of 

God and have unity with God as their  com m on goal, so the only 

issues dividing religious people are unim portant  ones of doct r ine 

or pract ice, which have no bearing on the fundam ental spir itual 

t ruth that  all religions teach (and they m ay refer to the teachings 

of Sri Ram akrishna as exem plifying this point  of view) , w i t h  t h e 

v iew ( s)  that  the different  religions express this fundam ental 

spir itual t ruth in different  teachings, and, if these are put  

alongside each other, som e obviously cont radict  others ( for 

exam ple, there is only one God/ there is m ore than one God) , 

m eaning that  not  all the teachings (and, therefore, not  all the 

religions which assert  them )  can be t rue, and  suggest ing that  

none of the teachings (or the religions)  is t rue.   

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Hin d u ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 6 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  three of the four 

stages:  the first  stage (brahm acharya)  is where a child lives with 

a guru, acquir ing knowledge and pract ising self-discipline;  the 

second stage (gr ihastha)  is household life, where an individual is 

expected to carry out  dut ies towards the fam ily;  the third stage 

(vanaprastha)  is the life of ret irem ent , where an individual 

gradually withdraws from  the world;  the fourth stage (sannyasa)  

is one of com plete withdrawal from  the world, with the individual 

seeking m oksha through m editat ion.  

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 6 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to explain that  ahim sa is the pr inciple of 

non-violence and of refraining from causing harm  or injury to any 

other liv ing creature by thought , word or deed. They will then give 

such exam ples of its influence on the lives of Hindus as:  it  involves 

t rying not  to injure any liv ing things, and t reat ing them  with courtesy 

and respect , as they are all sacred;  the pr inciple of ahim sa lies behind 

the widespread vegetarianism  pract ised in I ndia, which shows 

com passion for anim als;  st r ict ly applied, it  m eans accept ing cr it icism , 

insults and even physical assaults, without  retaliat ion or thought  of 

revenge, however great  the provocat ion;  it  was Mahatm a Gandhi’s 

guiding pr inciple in his efforts to secure I ndian independence, as it  

m akes possible the achievem ent  of polit ical object ives, while t rying to 

m inim ise conflict / loss of life.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 6 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  an y on e can  p r act i se ah im sa 

con sist en t ly . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to cont rast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  ahim sa is 

a very difficult  pr inciple to pract ise consistent ly, even for those 

com m it ted to it ,  and it  rules out  fight ing even in a just  war or for a 

just  cause (and they m ay give exam ples) ,  w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

it  has been pract ised even in the toughest  circum stances, and 

they m ay refer to exam ples, such as Gandhi;  the difficult ies of 

pract ising it  consistent ly should not  prevent  people from  t rying;  

even if it  cannot  always be pract ised, the world benefits from  

at tem pts to apply it .   

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Hin d u ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 7 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  three such form s of 

devot ion as:  every Hindu hom e will have an area set  aside for 

worship and prayer with a statue or picture of a god or goddess;  

the wom an of the house is usually responsible for carrying out  

the acts of puja (worship) ;  incense st icks and/ or candles m ay be 

lit ,  or oil burned;  food m ay be offered to the im ages, which m ay 

be located in a separate room , an alcove or on a shelf.  

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according 

to the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 7 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  the m yths 

com m em orated at  Holi,  part icular ly that  of Prahalad and Holika, 

rem ind all Hindus of the im portance of fight ing and defeat ing evil;  

the death of Holika and the survival of Prahalad rem ind Hindus that  

good will always t r ium ph over evil,  and that  those who are faithful to 

the gods will not  be dest royed;  it  is a spr ing fest ival, which welcom es 

in the new season, and celebrates its new life and energy;  it  is an 

opportunity for Hindus to set  aside differences of caste, age and 

gender, together with any past  gr ievances or ill feeling, and start  

afresh by celebrat ing together ‘The Fest ival of Colours’, with its 

bonfires, paint  and coloured powder.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond 

Level 1 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 7 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  f est i v a ls ar e essen t ia l  f o r  k eep in g  

r e l ig iou s com m u n i t ies t og et h er .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  fest ivals 

play a m ajor part  in the life of religious com m unit ies, by br inging 

their  m em bers together in joyful celebrat ion of im portant  events 

in the history of their  religion, in a way which reinforces their  

religious ident ity and sense of com m itm ent  to each other, and 

they m ay refer to part icular exam ples of Hindu fest ivals, w i t h  

t h e v iew ( s)  that  fest ivals m ay be a dist ract ion from  what  

should be the m ain concerns of a religious life;  they are only one 

of the factors that  keep religious com m unit ies together, and they 

m ay refer to exam ples of other key factors, such as com m on 

beliefs and values, and indicate a view of their  relat ive 

im portance. 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according 

to the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Hin d u ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides 

of the issue. 

 



 

I SLAM 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 8 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  two such beliefs as:  

Shi’ah Muslim s regard Ali ( regarded by Sunni Muslim s as the 

fourth of the ‘r ight ly-guided caliphs’) , who m arr ied Muham m ad’s 

favourite daughter, Fat im a, as the First  I m am ;  m any Shi’ite 

Muslim s (Twelvers)  believe that  his descendants carr ied on the 

line of I m am s unt il the Twelfth ( the Hidden I m am ) , who 

disappeared from  earth, but  will return on judgem ent  day;  they 

believe that  the I m am , although he does not  have equalit y with 

the Prophet , possesses great  spir itual authorit y and divine 

guidance in interpret ing the Qur’an. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according 

to the levels.  

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 8 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  they are 

experts in Muslim  law and t radit ion, who represent  the scholar ly 

consensus ( ijm a)  about  the issues which arise in Muslim  

com m unit ies, and ( in Shi’ite com m unit ies/  count r ies, such as I ran)  

often have powerful leadership roles;  they are able to analyse 

problem s which are not  covered precisely in the Qur’an, Hadith or 

Shari’ah, and, as an accepted m eans of resolving issues, help 

m em bers of Muslim  com m unit ies to decide the r ight  course of act ion;  

som e ulem a believe that  there needs to be m ore original thinking 

about  legal issues ( ij t ihad) , in order to enable I slam  to m odernise 

and adapt  to the 21st Century world. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond 

Level 1 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 8 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  r e l ig iou s p eop le sh ou ld  b e ex p ect ed  

t o  l i v e u p  t o  t h e st an d ar d s set  b y  r e l ig iou s lead er s a l l  t h e 

t im e. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

religious leaders (whether founders or those who lead their  

religious com m unit ies)  set  very high religious standards, which 

other religious people m ay find it  im possible to live up to 

consistent ly, and they m ay refer to the com m itm ent  and self-

sacr ifice required to follow I slam ic teachings, part icular ly in 

societ ies with predom inant ly secular values, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  

that  there are those who have done so/ do so (and they m ay give 

exam ples) ;  even if people cannot  always live up to the sam e 

standards as their  religious leaders, it  is their  duty to t ry;  it  is all 

too easy to find excuses for not  t ry ing. 

  

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according 

to the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to I s lam .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides 

of the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 9 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to descr ibe the act ions Muslim s perform  

at  any one of the five daily prayers ( there is no need to nam e the 

prayer) , which will include the wudu procedure (washing before 

prayer as preparat ion)  and the rakah sequence (unit  of prayer) :  

facing in the r ight  direct ion, raising hands, bowing, prost rat ion, 

speaking the required words during the prayer.  

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

1 9 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  they reflect  the 

I slam ic belief that , on judgem ent  day, all will be resurrected to be 

judged by Allah on the basis of the deeds they have perform ed during 

their lives;  Muslim s t ry to m ake their peace with Allah by following the 

r itual of saying the Shahadah ( ‘There is no god but  Allah and 

Muham m ad is the prophet  of Allah’)  as their  final ut terance before 

death;  they provide the opportunity for relat ives and fr iends to pray 

that  Allah will be m erciful to the dead person and that  s/ he will find 

peace in eternal life.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

1 9 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  b i r t h  r i t u a ls ar e essen t ia l  f o r  g iv in g  

Mu sl im  ch i ld r en  a sen se o f  id en t i t y  an d  b elon g in g .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  bir th 

r ituals play an im portant  part  in establishing a child’s religious 

ident ity and belonging from  the point  of bir th, so m any Muslim s 

regard them  as essent ial,  and they m ay refer to (aspects of)  

specific r ituals, such as whispering the Shahadah in the ear of the 

newborn child, and indicate why Muslim s at tach such im portance 

to them , w i t h  t h e  v iew ( s)  that  bir th r ituals are only a start ing-

point , and that  children will not  develop a sense of religious 

ident ity and belonging, unless there is cont inuing religious 

nurture, while those who convert  to a religion can feel just  as 

st rong a sense of religious ident ity and belonging, even though 

they have not  undergone bir th r ituals.  

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to I s lam .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 0 ( a)  

 

 Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  four such internal 

features as:  the m ihrab (niche)  in the qiblah (direct ion)  wall of the 

m osque, which shows the direct ion of Mecca;  the m inbar 

(preaching plat form / pulpit ) ,  from  which the Friday serm on is 

delivered;  the absence of any pictures or sculptures, as im ages of 

Allah are forbidden;  the prayer m ats for use during prayers;  a 

clock indicat ing the t im es of prayer on a part icular day;  a washing 

area, where wudu (cleansing)  can be perform ed before prayer. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

2 0 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to explain how the haj j  dem onst rates the 

unity of the Muslim  um m ah (com m unity) ,  by referr ing to such 

features of it  as:  it  is a duty laid on all Muslim s, whatever their  race, 

nat ionality, background or econom ic circum stances;  once the haj j  

begins, no dist inct ion is m ade between part icipants, and all Muslim s 

taking part  in the haj j  are expected to perform  act ivit ies together, 

irrespect ive of differences in social class;  the prescribed clothing 

( ihram ) , m ade from  white cloth, is the sam e for all pilgr im s, indicat ing 

elim inat ion of social status and equalit y before Allah.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 0 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  p i lg r im ag es h av e an y  m or e sp i r i t u a l  

v a lu e t h an  g o in g  on  h o l id ay . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  what  

m at ters in religion is faith in God/ Allah, which m eans being 

com m it ted to a set  of beliefs and ethical pr inciples and put t ing 

them  into pract ice day by day, so that  pilgr im age is a peripheral 

act ivit y, which, at  best , offers som e spir itual refreshm ent  and/ or 

the chance to find out  m ore about  a part icular religion and its 

history, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that , in som e religions, pilgr im age is 

obligatory (and they m ay refer to the exam ple of the haj j  in 

I slam )  or held to be a very im portant  pract ice, which will give 

pilgr im s spir itual renewal, clearer insights into religious teachings, 

and the opportunity to share their  experience with fellow 

believers.    

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to I s lam .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

JUDAI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 1 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  four of Maim onides’ 

basic pr inciples/ foundat ions of Jewish belief, such as:  there is a 

Creator ( the Alm ighty) , who is the cause of everything that  exists;  

the Alm ighty is not  physical/ a body;  prayer should be directed to 

the Alm ighty and not  any other;  what  the prophets say/ have said 

is t rue;  there will be no other Torah;  the Alm ighty will reward 

those who obey the Torah, and punish those who do not ;  the 

Messiah will com e. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

2 1 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  for Jews, 

Abraham  is the exem plar of unswerving faith and t rust  in the 

Alm ighty, and of put t ing the Alm ighty above all other com m itm ents 

and considerat ions;  he exem plifies the overr iding religious duty of 

obeying the Alm ighty, however ext raordinary or unacceptable his 

com m ands m ay appear to the lim ited understanding of hum an beings;  

his life rem inds believers of the special covenant  between the 

Alm ighty and the Jewish people, and of the Alm ighty’s care for his 

chosen people;  Abraham ’s experience shows that , although the 

Alm ighty’s purposes m ay not  be clear, they should never be 

challenged, and they dem onst rate his  power and just ice. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 1 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  p eop le sh ou ld  a lw ay s ob ey  God  

w h at ev er  h e com m an d s  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  faithful 

followers of the Alm ighty, who believe that  he is all- knowing and 

all-powerful, should not  quest ion his com m ands, however 

out rageous they m ay appear to hum an beings’ lim ited 

understanding, and that  believers have applauded Abraham ’s 

willingness to sacrifice his son, in obedience to the Alm ighty’s 

com m and, and Judaism  teaches that , as the rewards for keeping 

the m itzvot  are not  known, they should all be kept  anyway, w i t h  

t h e v iew ( s)  that , as rat ional beings, hum an beings should use 

these powers to test  even what  they regard as divine com m ands 

against  generally accepted universal ethical pr inciples, such as the 

Golden Rule or Kant ’s categorical im perat ive (one form ulat ion of 

which requires them  to t reat  hum anity, including them selves, 

always as an end, never m erely as a m eans) , to decide whether 

they are r ight  and should be obeyed. Answers m ay refer to the 

Euthyphro dilem m a of whether som ething is r ight / good because 

God com m ands it ,  or  whether he com m ands it  because it  is 

r ight / good.  

  

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Ju d aism .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 2 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  three of the following 

such custom s or at t itudes:  Judaism  teaches its followers to dress 

unostentat iously and not  to be provocat ive in their  at t ire;  m any 

Jews wear clothes that  are rem inders of their  faith (such as the 

tallit  katan)  or signify hum ility before the Alm ighty (such as the 

kippah) ;  m any m arr ied Jewish wom en cover their heads as a sign 

of m odesty;  Jews are forbidden to wear garm ents m ade from  a 

m ixture of wool and linen fibres. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

2 2 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  they are 

im portant  because they are com m andm ents (m itzvah) , which com e 

direct ly from  the Alm ighty, who originally gave them  to Moses, and 

which the Jewish people m ust  observe in their  daily lives;  they are not  

just  suggest ions about  how to lead a good life, but  contain rules which 

are essent ial for a civilised society, such as not  m urdering or stealing, 

so the lives of those who follow them  will be characterised by respect  

for hum an dignity, com passion and responsibilit y;  by observing the 

m itzvot , which are updated to cover every area of how to live as a  

Jew, Jews are showing respect  for, and grat itude to, the Alm ighty. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 2 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  r e l ig ion  sh ou ld  p lay  an y  p ar t  in  

d ecid in g  p eop le ’s d r ess code. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that , in a 

dem ocrat ic society, individuals should decide for them selves what  

they wear, while, in a m ult i-cultural/ m ult i- faith society, the wearing 

of dist inct ive clothing, associated with part icular religions, m ay 

cont r ibute to dissension and division, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that ,  if 

people are free to wear what  they please, they are ent it led to dress 

as their  religion recom m ends/ prescribes, if they wish;  m any 

religious people consider it  im portant  to dress in a way their 

religion approves (and they m ay refer to specific exam ples from  

Judaism ) . 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Ju d aism .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 3 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to describe the following aspects of the 

celebrat ion of Rosh Hashanah:  the evening service in the 

synagogue, which starts the celebrat ion;  the prayers during the 

service which ask the Alm ighty once again to accept  the kingship 

of the world;  the blowing of one hundred notes on the shofar the 

following m orning;  the afternoon service which concludes the 

celebrat ions. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

2 3 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  hum an 

language is inadequate to express the greatness of the Alm ighty, so 

sym bols can help to com m unicate what  is inexpressible;  although 

im ages and sym bolic representat ions of God/ hum an figures are not  

perm it ted in Judaism , there is a num ber of im portant  sym bols, used in 

Jewish worship/ places of worship, which relate to significant  events in 

Jewish history, and they m ay refer to such exam ples as the m enorah 

and the shofar;  they rem ind believers of how the Alm ighty has looked 

after the Jewish people, as his chosen people, over t im e, as recorded 

in the Tenakh, and of the need always to respect  and obey him . 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 3 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  a  t h e sy m b o ls o f  a  r e l ig ion  cu t  i t s 

f o l low er s o f f  f r om  o t h er s in  societ y  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  it  is a 

possible danger in a m ult i- faith/ m ult i-cultural society, where the 

desire of individual religions to m aintain their  dist inct ive ident it y 

through religious sym bols and other t radit ions m ay create the 

percept ion that  what  separates them  from  the rest  of society is 

greater than what  binds them  to it ,  and/ or that  som e of them  do 

not  ( fully)  share society’s com m on values, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

a m ult i- faith/ m ult i-cultural society should celebrate diversity,  as 

expressed in religious sym bols such as those of Judaism , not  fear 

it ;  that  there is no reason why their  sym bols should cut  different  

religious groups off from  each other, provided there is an 

em phasis on com m on values, which, in a dem ocrat ic society, will 

include m utual tolerance;  and there are plenty of exam ples of 

religious groups (and they m ay refer to the exam ple of the Jews)  

playing a full part  in society, while m aintaining their  own ident ity.  

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Ju d aism .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

SI KHI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 4 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  three such ways as:  

they were int roduced by Guru Gobind Singh to help ident ify Sikhs 

as a religious group and rem ind them  of their  faith;  the kesh is a 

rem inder of their  holiness;  the kangha rem inds Sikhs of the 

im portance of cleanliness and orderliness in life;  the kirpan 

rem inds them  of the need to be willing to defend t ruth and fight  

against  evil;  the kara sym bolises com m itm ent  to t ruth and the 

eternity of God;  the kachera signify m odesty in dress and m ake 

possible ease of m ovem ent  in bat t le. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

2 4 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  sewa (selfless 

service)  br ings individual Sikhs closer to God, as it  enables them  to 

develop hum ilit y, and thus to elim inate pr ide and ego;  it  is part icular ly 

beneficial for those individuals who are unused to perform ing m enial 

tasks, because it  rem inds them  of the equalit y which all people have 

in the eyes of God, while, by serving others, they achieve spir itual 

insight ;  it  reflects God’s wish that  Sikhs should care for all people, and 

enables them  to follow the exam ple of the gurus by serving others 

without  any thought  or hope of reward. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 4 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t r ea t in g  o t h er  p eop le w i t h  r esp ect  i s 

t h e on ly  t r u e w or sh ip  o f  God . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew (s)  that  religious 

belief and m em bership involve accept ing a set  of ethical pr inciples 

which govern conduct  towards others, and they m ay refer to the 

exam ple of Sikhism , which at taches a high pr ior ity to showing 

respect  for other people and specifically to the pr inciple of sewa 

(service) , and the way Sikhs apply it  in their  lives, w i t h  t h e 

v iew ( s)  that , for Sikhs, following the teachings of the gurus 

m eans a life of m editat ion, as well as one of service, in order to 

achieve unity with God, and that  this applies in other religions as 

well (and they m ay refer to specific Sikh teachings and/ or 

exam ples from  other religions) . 

  

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Sik h ism .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 5 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  three such r ituals as:  

the cerem ony takes place before the Guru Granth Sahib and only 

those who have taken am rit  m ay be present ;  everyone present  

m ust  wear the Five Ks;  each person present  dr inks som e am rit ,  

and it  is sprinkled on to their  eyes, hair  and hands;  the cerem ony 

ends with the eat ing of karah prashad. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

2 5 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  as 

anniversar ies of the gurus, they rem ind Sikhs of the part icular 

cont r ibut ion which each of the gurus has m ade to the developm ent  of 

Sikhism , part icular ly Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism , and Guru 

Gobind Singh, the tenth guru;  they are happy occasions, which 

provide the opportunity for Sikhs to com e together, reinforcing the 

solidarity of the Sikh com m unity and helping to preserve awareness of 

its or igins and history;  as celebrat ions which are specific to Sikhism , 

and which involve an Akhand Path (cont inuous reading of the Guru 

Granth Sahib, the liv ing guru) ,  they help Sikhs to m aintain their  

dist inct  ident ity.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 5 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  r e l ig iou s f est i v a ls j u st  p r ov id e an  

ex cu se f o r  p eop le t o  h av e a g ood  t im e. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  m any 

religious fest ivals do provide m em bers of religious com m unit ies 

with the opportunity to com e together in j oyous celebrat ion, and 

they m ay refer to such exam ples from  Sikhism  as Baisakhi and 

the gurpurbs, and the way that  som e Sikhs m ay not  be fully 

aware of their  religious significance, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  for 

m ost  celebrants the religious significance of the fest ivals is always 

upperm ost  in their  m inds, and they m ay refer to the background 

of Sikh m elas and gurpurbs as exam ples of the religious 

im portance of fest ivals for celebrants. 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Sik h ism .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence  

or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 6 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  two such aspects of 

sym bolism  on the Nishan Sahib as:  the khanda ( two-edged 

sword) , which sym bolises divine knowledge, as the blade 

separates t ruth from  falsehood, and indicates the need to fight  

both physically and spir itually;  the chakra (circle) , which 

sym bolises the unity of the com m unity and its oneness with God;  

the two kirpans (swords) , which sym bolise spir itual and worldly 

power, and rem ind Sikhs that  they m ust  at tend to the pract ical 

needs of society, as well as spir itual life.  

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist  

vocabulary appropriately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

2 6 ( b )  

 

The quest ion asks for differ ing at t itudes, so Level 4 answers are likely 

to refer to two differ ing at t itudes, one from  (a)  and one from  (b)  

below:  

 

(a)  som e Sikhs feel that  pilgr im age is unnecessary, and m ay 

dist ract  them  from  m editat ing on the inner presence of God or 

create the im pression that  purely physical act ivit ies or r ituals 

can rem ove sin;  they point  to the words of Guru Nanak and 

Guru Gobind Singh, who taught  that  the tem ple Sikhs need to 

visit  is that  of God, deep within them selves;  they reject  the 

view that  pilgr im age is a m eritor ious act  in it self,  which they 

associate with Hindu superst it ion;  

(b)  other Sikhs see pilgr im age as following the pract ice of Guru 

Am ar Das, who discovered the teachings of Guru Nanak after 

devot ing m any years to pilgr im age;  they believe that  

pilgr im age assists spir itual developm ent , provided it  is 

undertaken with the r ight  at t itude, which recognises that  it  is 

not  an act  of spir itual m erit  in it self;  they believe that  t ravelling 

to such holy places as Amritsar helps Sikhs to focus clear ly on 

their  faith. 

  

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1-2 For a sim ple, appropriate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

m ain idea(s) , using som e specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a com prehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the m ain idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropriately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

2 6 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e p r act i ce o f  r e l ig iou s t r ad i t ion s 

er ect s b ar r ier s b et w een  p eop le. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  the 

pract ice of religious t radit ions m ay be prescribed or encouraged in 

a religion, so that  followers will feel obliged to follow them  (and 

they m ay refer to exam ples of Sikh religious t radit ions) , but  this is 

not  intended to offend, and there is no good reason why it  should, 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that , especially in m ult i- faith/ m ult i- cultural 

societ ies, this m ay be the result ,  albeit  an unintended one;  

religious groups m ay need to weigh their  desire to pract ise their  

t radit ions against  possibly harmful consequences for social 

cohesion;  society is ent it led to discourage certain religious 

t radit ions if they m ay have an adverse effect  on com m unity 

relat ions. 

 

They will then com e to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers m ust  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of view, and refer to Sik h ism .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers m ust  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of view and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their  evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ m oral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ m oral argum ent , 

evidence or exam ples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ m oral argum ent , evidence or exam ples, giving a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their  evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

APPENDI X –  ALTERNATI VE ANSW ERS TO THE MULTI - RELI GI ON 

QUESTI ONS I N  PART 1  

 

2  ( b )  An sw er s b ased  on  Bu d d h ism , H in d u ism , I slam , Ju d aism  an d  

Sik h ism . 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Bu d d h ism ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  t w o  such teachings as:  hum an beings can cause injust ice in 

the world, if they are unable to grasp the t rue nature of realit y;  

people allow the fires of greed, hat red and delusion to burn inside 

them , and these result  in evil and suffer ing;  they m ust  accept  the 

Buddha’s teaching, and follow the Noble Eight fold Path. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Hin d u ism ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  t w o  such teachings as:  through avidya, being ignorant  of 

the essent ial nature of things, hum an beings m ay t reat  others 

unjust ly;  m aya ( illusion)  about  the t rue nature of the world m ay 

lead people to behave unjust ly;  hum an beings m ay not  appreciate 

that  each individual atm an is part  of Brahm an, and so be unjust  to 

other people. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on I s lam ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  Allah has given hum an beings free will,  

but  they m ay exercise it  wrongly, and com m it  injust ice;  if hum an 

beings are ignorant  of, or disregard, the teachings of the Qur’an, 

they m ay t reat  others unjust ly;  through shirk, the sin of 

associat ing other things with Allah, hum an beings m ay not  

surrender them selves to God’s will,  and thus behave unjust ly.  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ju d aism ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  if hum an beings choose to disobey the 

Alm ighty and his law, they m ay pract ise injust ice;  injust ice is a 

m anifestat ion of hum an sinfulness and disobedience;  when hum an 

beings allow their  evil inclinat ion(s)  (yetzer hara)  to overcom e 

their good inclinat ion(s)  ( yetzer hatov) , injust ice will result . 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Sik h ism ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  injust ice ar ises from  haum ai, hum an 

beings’ selfish and m aterialist ic nature;  if they do not  overcom e 

their desire to live by their  own inclinat ions, rather than in 

accordance with the will of God, hum an beings m ay behave 

unjust ly;  injust ice results from  hum an beings being governed by 

the pr inciple of m anm ukh, and thus ruled by worldly desires and 

m aterialism . 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

  



 

3  ( b )  An sw er s b ased  on  Bu d d h ism , Ch r ist ian i t y , H in d u ism , Ju d aism  an d  

Sik h ism . 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Bu d d h ism ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  t w o  such teachings as:  euthanasia involves the taking of 

life, but  this is against  the first  of the Five Precepts, which 

prohibits killing;  Buddhism  is concerned with the cessat ion of 

suffer ing, but  this is achieved by following the Noble Eight fold 

Path;  taking part  in euthanasia will prevent  at tainm ent  of nibbana. 
 

Level 3 answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  t w o  such teachings as:  euthanasia is wrong, because life is 

God-given, and hum an beings are m ade in the im age of God and 

therefore valuable;  euthanasia disregards individual hum an worth, 

which exists despite age and/ or illness, and breaks the 

com m andm ent  ‘You shall not  kill’;  the doct r ine of double effect  

(using pain-killing drugs, which m ay have the secondary effect  of 

hastening death) , and the withholding of ‘aggressive’ m edical 

t reatm ents, which m erely postpone it ,  are accepted by som e 

Christ ians. 
 

Level 3 answers, based on Hin d u ism ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  t w o  such teachings as:  euthanasia is wrong, because it  

involves the unnatural separat ion of body and soul, and harm s the 

karm a of doctor and pat ient ;  therefore, it  is also wrong to 

preserve life art ificially, through use of drugs or a life-support  

m achine;  ahim sa, the teaching that  liv ing things should not  be 

injured, indicates that  euthanasia is wrong;  however, the teaching 

that  it  is a good deed to help to br ing a life of pain to an end 

m eans that  som e Hindus support  it .  
 

Level 3 answers, based on Ju d aism ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  euthanasia is wrong, because the 

Alm ighty created life,  and, as hum an beings are m ade in the 

Alm ighty’s im age, their  lives should not  be cut  short ;  irrespect ive 

of pain and suffer ing, life given by the Alm ighty is valuable and 

should be preserved;  however, doctors should not  perpetuate 

suffer ing by extending life art ificially, so it  is perm issible to switch 

off a life-support  m achine and/ or to use painkilling drugs which 

m ay have the secondary effect  of speeding up death. 
  

Level 3 answers, based on Sik h ism ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  life is a gift  from  God, so God should be 

left  to decide when people die;  hum an beings should accept  

suffer ing, as it  is a consequence of the way karm a works in the 

universe;  however, hum an beings m ust  act  responsibly, and it  is 

perm issible to dist inguish between act ions which end life and 

those which prevent  it  being extended art ificially.  
 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  



 

5  ( b )  An sw er s b ased  on  Bu d d h ism , Ch r ist ian i t y , I s lam , Ju d aism  an d  

Sik h ism . 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Bu d d h ism ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  t w o  such teachings as:  through the opportunit ies to love, 

and to receive love from , husband/ wife and children, m arr iage can 

lead to happiness;  it  can help towards enlightenm ent , by enabling 

individuals to focus on the needs of others, rather than their  own;  

it  provides opportunit ies to pract ise the Five Precepts in the 

context  of fam ily life, and to develop the Six Param itas (giving, 

m orality, energy, pat ience, m editat ion, wisdom ) . 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  t w o  such teachings as:  m arr iage is a gift  from  God, which 

enables a husband and wife to give them selves to each other in 

love;  it  is a lifelong union, within which husband and wife can 

procreate and care for children, and bring them  up in accordance 

with God’s will;  it  is a m eans of m utual com fort , com panionship 

and help. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on I s lam ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  m arr iage has been ordained by Allah, and 

is therefore pleasing to him ;  within m arr iage, husband and wife 

can love, help and be com panions to each other;  m arr iage 

protects husband and wife from  prom iscuity and fornicat ion, and 

provides the environm ent  within which they can raise their  

children to be Allah’s servants. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ju d aism ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  it  provides husband and wife with love, 

com panionship and joy ( ‘I t  is not  good that  the m an should be 

alone’:  Gen 2: 18) , and is a safeguard against  sin;  within 

m arr iage, couples can procreate, br ing up children, and ensure 

the survival of the com m unity;  it  is the basis of fam ily and hom e 

life, on which religious life is cent red, and m arr iage is a m itzvah 

for the Orthodox. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Sik h ism ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  it  is a divine inst itut ion, within which 

husband and wife becom e one soul in two bodies, with the 

ult im ate goal of the union of both souls with God;  it  is a m eans of 

m utual love, security and support , and a source of worldly 

happiness and spir itual joy;  it  is a sacred union, within which a 

couple can procreate and bring up children. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 



 

8 ( b )   An sw er s b ased  on  Bu d d h ism , Ch r ist ian i t y , H in d u ism , I slam  an d  

Sik h ism . 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer 

 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Bu d d h ism ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  t w o  such teachings as:  Buddhist  teaching is concerned with 

ending suffer ing and showing com passion to all liv ing things, 

including the poor;  people m ust  not  becom e enslaved to wealth 

and m oney, but  recognise its im perm anence, and use it  for the 

benefit  of them selves and others;  giving, without  expect ing any 

return, is a m eans of earning m erit .  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  t w o  such teachings as:  God loves all his hum an creatures 

equally, and the poor are as im portant  to him  as the wealthy;  

Jesus taught  his followers to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ 

(Mark 12: 31) , and Christ ians are taught  to show their love for 

others by helping the poor;  from  its earliest  days, the Christ ian 

Church encouraged its m em bers to value and support  the poor, 

and it  cont inues to do so today (and they m ay refer to specific 

exam ples) . 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Hin d u ism ,  are likely to refer to at  

least  t w o  such teachings as:  all people are equal, as they 

or iginated in Brahm an, so it  is r ight  to help the poor;  pract ising 

charit y towards the poor shows love and respect  for Brahm an, 

who is present  in everyone;  giving surplus wealth to the poor 

helps to equip them  with the m eans of providing for them selves. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on I s lam ,  are likely to refer at  least  t w o  

such teachings as:  the Third Pillar of I slam  concerns the giving of 

alm s to the poor, set  at  an annual m inim um  of two and a half per 

cent  of assets after certain deduct ions;  the Qur’an specifies the 

recipients of zakah as including the poor and debtors;  everything 

belongs to Allah, and hum an beings hold their  wealth in t rust ,  so, 

by giving to the poor, they thank Allah;  wealth is purified (zakah:  

purificat ion)  by giving part  of it  to the poor. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Sik h ism ,  are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  Sikhism  teaches that  the wealthy have a 

duty to help the poor (and they m ay refer to specific teachings) ;  

in Sikhism , char itable giving is a cent ral part  of what  it  m eans to 

lead a spir itual life;  the pr inciple of sewa em phasises the 

im portance of m aking sacrifices for the good of others. 

 

Other approaches are possible and m ust  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  
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